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CHARGE, &c. 


GENTLEMEN, 
SE Io HE great Infirmities of my 
Body forced me for ſome 
ears laſt paſt to decline 
all Publick Buſineſs ; and 
%£&4}|- tho? I am now very little 
better, nor indeed will my 
Age give me leave to expect much A- 
mendment; yet the Deſires, or rather 
the Commands of the Gentlemen and 
Freeholders, to whom I am ſo much in- 


As debted, 


* 


(4) 


debted, are of more force than, and ſu- 
periour to, my own Inclinations, and juſt 
Excuſes. I am therefore once more come 
amongſt you, and I cannot but think it 
probable, that in this Juncture of At- 
fairs, you will expect and require from 
me ſome account of our preſent Circum- 
ſtances. Give me leave therefore to look 
a little back: And from that Reflection J 
muſt -obſerve to you, that out of Grati. 
tude as well as Duty, we ought to be the 
moſt ſober and religious People in the 
World ; for there is no Nation under 
Heaven, that can ſhew ſo many ſignal, 
wonderful, and miraculous Preſervations 
from the viſible and immediate Hand of 
Providence. 


Some of you remember the firſt land- 
ing of King Milliam, and the diſarming 
the Army of King James, and his Flight, 


I may ſay, without Blood ſhed, or De- 


vaſtation, and the ſeaſonable Deliverance 
from Popery and Slavery, two very dear 
and inſeparable Companions; and after 
that, you cannot forget the Attempts and 
Conſpiracies form'd againſt the Life of 


that Inſtrument of Heaven, nor their 
ruinous 
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ruinous and deſtructive Schemes to the 
Proteſtant Intereſt in Queen Aunes time; 
and the Invaſions fince his Majeſty's Ac- 
ceſſion to the Throne, are freſh in every 
one's Memory. From all theſe, God has 
in a wonderful manner preſerved us: But 
neither theſe Miracles, nor Time, their 
Oaths, nor the King's Clemency, nor any 
Tie, Gratitude, or Obligation, can extir- 
pate the Malice, or extinguiſh the Ambi- 
tion of a reſtleſs Party amongſt us, who 
cloak all their Villanies under the Pre- 
tence of Religion, and a feigned Zeal to 
reſtore the Injured and Oppreſſed to their 
Right. They have theretore, in deſpight 
of all that is ſacred amongſt Mankind, in 
violation of their Oaths, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Diſcouragements and Diſap- 
pointments they have met with, endea- 
voured to deſtroy the preſent Proteſtant 
Poſſeſſor of the Throne, and his Royal 
Family, and to ſet up in his and their pla- 
ces, a bigotted Popiſh Pretender. They 
have in the moſt ſolemn manner ſworn 
to ſupport and defend the Proteſtant, and 
they have in as ſolemn a manner renoun- 
ced and abjured the Papiſt : But to pal- 
liate theſe Matters, and to excuſe theſe 

un- 


(6) 
unheard- of Villanies, as I beforeobſery*d, 
they pretend a Concern for the Church, 


and a Zeal to reſtore an Injared Prince 


to his Right. The honeſt Heathens ae. 


Oaths; theſe Men violate their Oaths, 
I will not ſay to ſerve their Conveniences, 
but what is very far from it, to ruin 
both Us and Themſelves. If Oaths ſhall 
once be eſteemed inſignificant, what muſt 
become of Property, and even in Civil 
Conteſts, what can be relied on as Evi- 
dence to determine our Rights? What 
Obligation can Art or Invention imagine, 
or find out, to ſupply the Place of Oaths? 
What Security can a Prince poſſibly have 
from his Subjects for their Allegiance, or 
what Aſſurance can the Subjects ever 
have from their Princes, of their good 
Government and Protection, if Oaths 
may be diſpenſed with at the pleaſure of 
the Taker ? There can be no Confidence, 
no Aſſurance poſſibly given on either 
fide, but the World muſt be filled with 


wel mutual Peace, Sincerity, and Tran- 
quillity! 


As 


commodated their Conveniences to their 


Miſtruſts, Blood ſhed, and Ruin. Fare- 


(7) 
As for Obedience due to Princes, from 
the Scripture, and the Judgments pro- 
nounced againſt the Blaſphemers of God's 
Holy Name, which muſt in the higheſt 
degree attend Perjury ; I will leave thoſe 
things to the Clergy to inſtruct you in- 
For tho? there has been one of the High- 
eſt Order guilty of that Abomination, 
and I fear more than one of the Inferiour ; 
yet I hope and believe, that there are 
many good Men 'of that Order, that 
have not bowed their Knees to. Saal, and 
that they will therefore the more earneſt- 


ly inculcate into you this ſo neceſſary a 
* Duty of religiouſly obſerving Oaths. 


T told you that theſe Violaters of 
Oaths amuſed themſelves, and endea- 
voured to ſeduce others, and became 
bewildred by an Inis Fatuus, by a 
fooliſh Notion of a Right in the Preten- 
der: What Right, what Pretence of any 
Right can there be? Every one that 
knows any thing of our Excellent Con- 
ſtitution, knows that long before theſe 
Days, it was highly Criminal to ſay, 
That the Parliament could not diſpoſe of 
$7 the 


* 


(8) 


the Crown : And I pray you now, let us 
conſider and examine King George's Ti- 
tle; and if we find it a good one, we 
may fairly conclude, no other Perſon 
can have any, Did he come to the 
Throne by Force, Bribery, or by artful 
Sollicitation, or by your 'voluntary In- 
vitation, by Act of Parliament made 
upon the juſteſt and moſt juſtifiable Rea- 
ſons imaginable, for the eaſy, happy, and 
good Government of the preſent Gene- 
ration, and of future Poſterity, for the 
End and true Deſign of Government it- 
ſelf? People were not made for the 
Service and Pleaſure of their Gover- _ 
nours ; but the very End and Deſign, _ 
of Governours and Government, was for 
the Advantage and Security of the Peo- 


ple. | 


n 
* * 
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The Wiſe and Great Prince that then _ 
filled the Throne, Good as well as Wiſe 7 
and Great, and his judicious Council, 
met in Parliament ; and perceiving and 
foreſeeing the Misfortunes that were like 
to befall the Nation upon the Death of 
the Duke of Glouceſter, who was the 
laſt Proteſtant Prince on whom the 
| | Crown 
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Crown was intail'd, ; and haying learned 


[ by, ſa)late;an Example. the Miſeries that 
7 myſt, ugaynidably. overwhelm the then 
2 flouriſhing. Nation, if | a; Papiſt ſhould 


ever be again placed on the Throne: 


Js prevent thoſe, Abſurdities, thoſe juſt 


Fears.and diſmal Views, they ſettled the 
Succeſſion to the Crown; not upon the 
next Lineal Heit, that: might or. ſhould 
be . a. Proteftant ; for that might, and 
probably would, have bred. vaſt Confu- 
ſion and Diſorder, and, would not have 
anſwered; the Ends of ſecuring the Peace 
and Tranquillity. of the Kingdom : For 
what Papiſt could not have been dif- 
penſed -with by the politick and irreli- 
gious Church of Rome, in order to have 
capacitated him to have taken poſſeſſion 
of the Briziſh Throne, to have ſerved 
their wicked Purpoſes > There was there. 
fore in the ſecond Entail no incapaci- 


tating Clauſe, to bar the Right of any 


other Papiſt, but the Pretender's empty 

Claim: and that not becauſe there was 
any Right in it, or any Pretence or Co- 
lour of Right, but becauſe then ſome 


Princes (Enemies to our Religion and 


Nation) the better to colour their Ma. 
| B Itce 


(1e) 

ſtes and A. wih towards us, And "66 "fe. 
duce *the'turbiſehs' Splens amongſt” us; 
and the more ti encourage thoſe whom 
that horrid Religion of Popery Had 
forced on all Occkſions to diſturb our 
publiek Peace; endeavoured to make 
the World believe that they aſſiſted the 
Pretender, and eſpouled his Quarrel, on- 
ly tolresdver a Right inherent in him. 
70 remove ia 'all Difficulties therefore out 
of the Minds of rational Men, not bi. 
gotted by Popety,” or ditracted by Po- 
verty, or blinded with vain imagihary 
Hopes of Places: and Preferments from 
the Ruins 'of the Publick; - which Am- 
bition and vain! imaginary Hopes too 
much influence many, for which we ſuf 
fer: To remove all Difficulties, all Un- 
eaſineſſes out of the Minds of honeſt 
and rational Men, this abſolute, ſupreme, 
governing Power renounced and abjured 
the Pretender, and ſet a Price upon his 
Head, to reward any that would deſtroy 
him, or take him alive, in order to have 
him receive condign Puniſhment for his 
impudent and impertinent Pretences: 
And this Dictatorial Power then ſet- 
tled the Reverſion of the Crown on a 

| remoter 
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remoter Branch of the Royal Family, 
that had long been, and were then Pro- 


teſtants They did not leave the Suc- 


and deliberate Conſultation, upon Fore- 
ſight, not Compliment ; that is, upon 
the true Rules, and Foundation of Go- 


vernment, ſo long as probably they 


ſhould be capable of well - governing the 


one * * 


Theſe are the Patta Converita found- 
ed upon the beſt Reaſon, agreeable. to 


the very fundamental Rules of Govern- 
ment between the People of Great Bri- 
tain, and the Hannoverian Family: To 


this Settlement we | ſwore in Queen 


Anne's time, and have done the ſame. 
very often ſince.” This Settlement ap- 
peared ſo juſt and rea ſonable, that at the 


General Peace thoſe that were the Pre- 


tender's Friends, and the Popiſn Princes 
and Potentates, as well as Proteſtants, 
ſwore to ſupport it, or to be Guarantees 

ü B 2 for 


* 


ceſfion at random, but ſettled: it upon 
deep and wiſe Thought, upon mature 


People: that is, ſo long as thoſe of that 
Family ſhould be Proteſtant: Princes, they 
ſhould by an Hereditary: Right. * 
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fort it. What Prince in the World has a 


betrer Title than King George, | dr what 


Pretender a worſe Fitle than the Cheya-: 


lier of St. George? Of which: :I odd: 


tell you more, were it m 3 
n npceſſary:: into) oed h: 


106 It 


To fer all this in 4 Lake: Light ſuita- 


ble to your Capacitigs; let me ask. you 


this Queſtion; If any Neighbour of yours 
ſhould tell you that he had an honeſt 


good Landlord, and a good Bargain, but 
that a meddling Fellow had told ſome. 
body that his Landlord had na good 
Title to the Eſtate he had lett him, but 
that the Right was veſted in one un- 
known to him; that he had the Cha- 
racter of being a very hard cruel Man 
that would ruin his Tenants; and if this 
Neighbour ſhould tell you, that becauſe 
this Buſy-· Body had told fomebody that 
his kind honeſt Landlord had not a good 
Title, and becauſe he could not rent that 
Eftate of the hard 'cruel Landlord, | he 
reſolved to leave his good Bargain, and 
his good Landlord : Would you take this 
nice conſcientious Man to be very wile ? 
And if you pleaſe to conſider of it, this 

will 
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will appear to be the very Caſe of all 
chars Proteſtant: Diſcontents : I think all 
ve ought! te aim at, is to be well go · 
verncd; and then if that happens, I am 
ſure} for my part, I will neither at pre- 
ſant, nor hereafter, ever be troubleſome- 
ly'' inquiſitive about my Prince's Title. 
F never. had any particular Favour, more 
than an Opportunity of ſpending my own 
Money in the publick Buſineſs, from any 
Prince; I never fo. much as ſaw King 
George, or any of the Royal Family, 
nor the Pretender, or his Progeny : I 
have, it is true, ſworn to King Ceorge, 
and abjured the Pretender ; but if it 
were. poſſible for me to believe, that 
King George and his Family were Pa- 
piſts, and the Pretender and his Family 
were Proteſtants, I believe I ſhould be 
ſooner for the Pretender, than for King 
George; and this I may lawfully ſay, 
for all my Oaths. For a Papiſt is, as 
I have demonſtrated to you before, un- 
capable of inheriting or poſſeſſing the 
Throne. by our Laws, made upon the 
trueſt Reaſon and conſummate Wiſdom 
of the Nation. 


Had 


(4) 
iis 40 210 419% $03; 30 02.1698 % 1 
Had I lived in the Times of York and 
Lancaſter; Ibelieve I ſhould have been 
4 Nłuter; our Laws, and Liberties, and 
Religion, were no ways concerned in 
that Quarrel ;-which-ever Side prevailed, 
they remained unſhaken, and equally! 
ſecure. In our modern Conteſts, Men 
generally miſtake the Queſtion; when 


they ſay, ſuch a one is for King George, 


and ſuch a one is for the Pretender, the 
true State of the Caſe is, Whether Men 
are for or againſt themſelves? And to 
ſpeak plainly, Jam for myſelf; and for 
that reaſon I am- chiefly for the preſent- 
Eſtabliſhment. - Thoſe that are Prote-- 
ſtants, if they are for King George, are 
for themſelves ; if they are for the Pre- 
tender, they are againſt themſelves, tho 
it may be there are ſome Men that do 
not look ſo far. If a private Man ſhould. 
prove lunatick, if he were Maſter of a 
Family, the Law would appoint him a 
Guardian, and not leave his Family 
and Eſtate to be managed by his Care, 
who was uncapable of taking care of 
either: If the eldeſt Son, on whom 
the Eſtate and Honour was intailed, 

bal ſhould 
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Thould Joſe his Senſes, the Father, in 
order to preſerve the Honour and Ah 


inihis Family, would procure an Act of 


Parliament to diſinherit him} which is 
viſible in the late Act that · paſſed for the 
Service of my Lord Digby and his Fami 
iy; in which Caſe, had we time, I could 
tell you ſome Things worth your Obſer- 
vation: But this I will take notice of to 
you, that we ought moſt certainly to be 
more concerned for the Profperity and 
Welfare of the People of theſe united 
Kingdoms, than for any private Fami- 
ly,' tho? the greateſt in the Kingdom. 
To exemplify this; Was a- King mad, 
would you let him go at large, to kill 
whom he pleaſed, and to commit any 
Outrage his Frenzy and wild Fancy 
ſuggeſted to him? And how much 
ſooner ought you to tie'the Hands of a 
Papiſt, were he King, and to exclude 
thoſe from the Hopes of Succeſſion to 
the Crown, that were bred up with 
thoſe ruinous and deſtructive Principles 
to a Proteſtant People, which they call 
Religion, obliging them to keep no Faith 
with Hereticks, nor obſerve any Oaths 


made to them, bur to extirpate them 


and 


* * 


(16) 
and their Religion, Root and Branch? 
All which is proved too evidently, not 
oaly by their Books and Tears, bur hy 
their Practices and Attempts, too many 
to enumerate. There art ſome Wiſe 
Men in their own opinions, who are 
pleaſed to tell us, That: a Popiſh Prince 
may be ſafely truſted; with the Charge 
of a Proteſtant People: But theſe Men 
do rather want a Keeper to look after 
them, than an Argument to convinee 


them. 


The Diſturbers of the Peace of the 
Proteſtant Eſtabliſnment, make a great 
Outcry againſt the Government, on ac- 
count of the many unfortunate Suffe- 
rers by the South - Sea Scheme: And 
what is more in this than mere Calum- 
ny? Did the Government force them 
to engage in that unhappy Project, or 
their own Covetouſneſs and Pride? And 
what has the Government to anſwer 
for that? Is the Government to be bla- 


med for our irregular. and unaccountable 
Paſſions ? , f 


Gen- 


(17 ) 
..Could we. but look into the Secrets 
of theſe | Men that. Would, and do de- 
lude us, under a colour of Zeal for 
Right and Religion; we ſhould then find 
all their Aims and Intentions to be on- 
I 4 ſtrong Deſice to ſet the World in 
an uproar, out of hopes, that in the 
ſcramble they may poſſibly get fome- 
thi 1150 gratify their Ambition, or to 
ſupply their Neceſſities? You may de- 
pend upon it, that thoſe Men who va- 
Ine no Oaths, ha ve no Religion; and yet, 
” as I obſerved before, they ſeduce others, 
ſometimes by their pretended Concern 
for the Danger of the Church, ſometimes 
by a. pretended Zeal for Right. Would 
they but ſpeak plainly, and tell us the 
Truth, which is this; That if they could 
breed Diſcord amongſt us, and by the 
help of our Follies, and their own Arts, 
they could ſet the Pretender on the 
Throne, that then they expected to ſhare 
and divide amongft themſelves, all the 
Places of Honour and Truft in the King- 
dom: Would they diſcoyer this viſible 
| C Mat- 
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Matter of Fact to you, and tell 
intelligible Words, that they acre yo your 
Aſſiſtance to bring in Popery, 

change our admirable Saal ſusgl 
Slavery, only to make. ' ther, 1. 5 to 
rich ; .in my Conſcienc you ould'fo 

er conſent to han +9 tian to gi 
them an Helping Band fot fuch 4 
poſe. And this ſeems to be an irtefi wie 
Truth paſt all, dee for we 
have ſcen the mot Piſting oiſh ed, be- 
cauſe the worſt Oppoſer of our . and 


8 — 74 


happy Eſtabliſh gat, change. his Si e in- 
tirely, the firſt pportugity "he. ha” of 
changing his vain imaginary Hopes | for 


— 


certain Honours ald Advantages: it 

£5 | give theſe Inflances not "only t to 
convince you that the ſole rroſpect of 
theſe uneaſy religious Deluders is no 
more in reality but a ſtrong Intention 
to adyance themſelves ; which if they 
can by any means accompliſh, they 
will then leave their blind deluded 
Followers and Party to ſhift for them- 
ſelves : But I mean from theſe Inſtan- 


ces to perſuade all thoſe that have been 
de- 
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deluded,, to forkiks- b worthleſs and 
dangerous Leaders, and to throw them- 
ſelves into the Arms of a merciful and 
gracious Prince, whoſe Favours to ſuch 
branded Offenders may give them ſut- 
ficient: Aſſurance, that thoſe who have 
only been deluded, . need never fear 
Forgiveneſs, but may expect any Fa- 
vour they can in reaſon deſire. Had 
I Time and Leiſure, I would expoſe 
all their — and Artifices to. ard 
View. | 


They tell us, and I think deſervedly, 
that if there was a Plot and Conſpi- 
racy, why were not more of the de- 
tected Criminals executed? If there 
was no Plot, why were ſo many con- 
fined and puniſhed? As for the Plot, I 


deny them, but thoſe that are acquaint- 


ed with them; and why they have not 
been puniſhed. according to their Merit, 


is to me unaccountable : but this I dare 
affirm, that they who receive Advanta- 
ges to themſelves or Friends from. Cle- 

C 2 mency, 


believe all the Particulars I mentioned 
are ſo pla in and viſible, that no one will 


(15) 


mency, have very fmall reaſon to make 
Reſisctions on ah * this WIT tho 


Part yo 


1 Goth. + 21 

Tou have teard- the Proclimation A+ 
gainſt Vice and: Immorality read, and 
you find by it; that I am obliged to in- 
force it. to you: You all remember the 
Book tliat tells us, Becauſe Fuugmeni 
is not ſpeedily  exeouted, therefore do 
the Sons. of Men give themſelves over 
to work Wickedneſs. The old Heathens 
obſerved, that ſo long as they lived vir- 
tuouſly; according to the Rules of Rea 
fon and Religion, every thing they. un- 
derrook went well with them, and ſuc- 
ceeded at home and abroad; but when 
they gave themſelves up to Luxury and 
Debauchery, and neglect ed their re- 
ligious Duties, every thing went con- 
trary; they became poor at home, and 
contemptible every where; they were 
divided in their Opinions, ſubject to 
the Inſults of pitiful Enemies, and mo- 


leſted with inteſtine Diſcords and Civil 
Wars. 3 
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en) 
1 3 ain e ; amongſt 
your own Acquaintance, and you will 
cafily perceive, that thoſe Families who 
live in the Fear of God, live in his Fa; 
vour, in Health, Proſperity, and Plen - 
ty; when the Diſſolute and Immoral 
not only beggar their Eſtates, and be: 
come neceffitous, but often ſhorten 
their Days, and come to untimely Ends, 
the ' juſt Reward of their Wickedneſs 
and Follies. - A Kingdom is but one 
great Family, compoſed of many little 
ones, and it fares with that great uni- 
ted one, as it does with every divided 
fingle one: Dominion and Power are 
tranſlated and conveyed from the. Vo 
cious and Wicked, to the Virtuons 
and more Good. From whence pro- 
eeed our Per juries and Conſpiracies, but 
from the Contempt of God, and the 
Neglect of Religion? Would you live 
in Peace and Plenty at Home, would you 
become great and eſteemed Abroad, 1 
may ſay theſe great Bleſſings are in your 
own reach and power, there is no more 
to do, than to become a ſober and reli- 
JT gious 


(22) 
_ People; and in order to accompliſh 
great an. End, and: to; perforni ſo: neceſ- 


ſary a Work, we muſt puniſh Vice, and 


difcounicnagte : Immoralities. Puniſh- 
ments and Fear of Penalties make Men 
conſiderative, and Conſideration makes 


Men wiſe, and W iſdomy makes 5 rolls 
| _ I . & . . 0 


1 


I can't part with you, ien 4 por⸗ 
ting you in mind of the particular Obli- 
gation that is incumbent on Us and You, 
to be very circumſpect in our Lives and 
Converſations, for theſe Reaſons: for 
with what Aſſurance can a debauched im- 
moral Juſticè recommend Virtue and Pi- 
ety to you? And with what Confidence 
can a profane Juryman preſent thoſe Ir- 
regularities, which, it may be, his own 
unthinking Self, by his ill Example, has 


occaſioned. Let us at laſt grow wiſe; let 


us become a ſober and religious People; 
let us leave off Faction, and let us unite 
for our common Safety and Preſervation: 
Let there be no other Diſtinct ion heard 
“ of amongſt us, but of thoſe that are 


6c * for a Proteſtant Prince, and the pre- 


58 « ſent 


8 
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« ſent Eftabliſhment : and of thoſe that 
are for a-Popiſh. Prince, and a French 
6: Goorrnment? Thele were ſome of 
the laſt Words King J/7/liam, of Glo- 
rious Memory, ſpoke to us; and with 
theſe I chuſs tg. conclude, ; hoping that, 
for his ſake, they will make the more 
ia ir and deeper Impreffick on yau. 
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II. The Church of England Sec 7 * 
Tolerttion- AR gel and the 
Ruin'd and Undone. Dedicated to the Right 
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III. Over "Gan. over 3 9 Being a Second 
Part of the Church of En England Secur'd ; the 
"Toleration Enervateds, a e Diſenters Ruin'd 
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TV. Sir R——4 Cs Farewell Sermon 


+ * ſhewing the Chriſtian Religion was not intro- 


Auced by Power and Force, gor eſtabliſhed op 
Violence. Erice 64. 
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